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We've been away from the internet for a while now, but finally have a slow connection here
in rainy Prague. While in Pisa, however, we were able to avail ourselves of a unigue
opportunity. The favorite trick of the amateur photographers here is to create the Sillusion”
of their fiend/family member “saving” the tower from falling down, like this, admittedly poor
attempt:
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| built the illusion from a single photo | took myself with no Photoshop trickerations. Any
guesses as to why this illusion is so effective? Let us know in the comments.
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The left frame of the photo is our reference for the left tower, while the right side | . |
of the left tower {which slopes up to the left!) is our reference for the right tower. |
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General / Site news Posted by: Andy | July 10, 2007 11:37 AM
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= It would have to do with the larger expanse of blue between the two pictures. I'd | #IJ

guess that ve olde brain is comparing angle based on relative amount of “free space” |_
on either side of each tower image, so that when the left border of one is merged

with the right border of the other, it confuses that comparison. Instead of the brain
catching the faint darker vertical line thats the true border, it gauges based on
tower-to-tower and makes the right one look far closer to its right border than the left
one appears, thus the lean.
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SNy G Barnett: You lose that bet. Visit the link referenced in the article {or this) to see | #31
m:Eanguage the illusion work with whitespace in the middle. '
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- B I'm quite impressed with this illusion. It took me several minutes before | realized what |

was seeing. For the longest time, | was trying to figure out why two pictures of the tower
with slightly different rotations of the camera qualified as an optical illusion. Only later
did | realize it was the SAME picture twice!
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